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 Father Piotr Nawrot SVD gave a fascinating talk on the 
original Baroque music composed by Jesuits, European 
ancestry settlers, native Chiquitos, and Moxos Indians in the 
17th and 18th century missions in what is modern day Bolivia. 
He presented the talk at our seminary to the assembled priest 
faculty, seminarians and novices of the Institute. Fr. Nawrot, 
who received a doctorate from Catholic university in liturgical 
music, presented the fruits of his extensive research on this 
subject. 

 The talk focused on the value of this original music as an 
evangelical tool used by the Jesuits used in their reducciones 
(‘missions’). The Jesuits used music as a way to reach out to the 
native Indian culture that highly valued singing  and dancing in 
their rituals. Between 1691 and 1767T, the Jesuits, European 
settlers and the Indians composed over 11,000 pages of music 
and even full length operas. Historians discovered these works 
in the 1970s during renovations of the remaining 17th and 18th 
century Jesuit missions. Of particular interest to the Institute 
was the discovery of many previously unknown works of 
Domenico Zipoli (1688–1726). He is the patron of an IVE 
organization that promotes sacred music and is named in his 
honor. Our institute greatly values the work of scholars like Fr. 
Nawrot and seeks to encourage good music wherever we 
encounter it, but particularly as part of the Sacred Liturgy. 
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