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RECEPTION OF HABITS ON THE SOLEMNITY OF THE 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Six novices of the Institute of the Incarnate Word received 
the habit during a solemn vigil Mass on December 7, 2006, 
celebrating the feast of the Immaculate Conception, bringing 
the total of novices for the year to thirteen. During the Mass, 
celebrated in the crypt of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception, eleven novice sisters also received 
their veil. This ceremony marks the first time the novices 
publicly witnessed to their desire to live as religious. Many 
family members and friends of the novices attended the Mass 
from as far away as California. Fr. Gustavo Nieto, Provincial 
Superior, presided the Mass, preaching about the witness of 
religious to living a life different from that of the world. He 
emphasized how religious live a life fully for God in a joyful 
manner, in imitation of the greatest disciple of Christ, the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. After the Mass, the newly invested 
novices with their friends and family enjoyed a reception at St. 
John the Baptist De Salle Parish, which included a show 
featuring singing performances by some seminarians and 
sisters. Our religious family thanks God for these new brothers 
and sisters in Christ as we continue to pray for more vocations.  
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TWO GUADALUPAN EXPERTS 

AT THE BISHOP SHEEN RESIDENCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bishop Sheen House of Formation and the parish of 
St. John the Baptist De Salle celebrated the feast of our Lady of 
Guadalupe with much solemnity and rejoicing. We had a 
special blessing this year because of the presence of two 
experts, Mr. Fernando Ojeda Llanes and Mr. Eduardo Arjona 
Suárez, ho spoke about the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
and the Mexican martyrs. In preparation for the feast, the 
seminarians lead a novena to Our Lady of Guadalupe. The 
celebrations started with the traditional Mañanitas (in the 
morning) singing the praises of our Lady – later there was a 
rosary in her honor and Mass. After the Mass, the seminarians 
joined some of the parishioners for a Mexican dinner prepared 
especially for the occasion. 

The two Mexican experts gave fascinating presentations on 
the miraculous image of Our Lady of Guadalupe. They 
highlighted among other things how scientists have discovered 
several microscopic figures in the eyes of the image in perfect 
correspondence to the laws of optics. They also spoke of 
several hidden symbols in the tilma including the exact 
correspondence of the stars on the Blessed Virgin Mary’s cloak 
with the constellations visible in the sky at the time. We ask 
that Our Lady of Guadalupe pray for our Institute especially 
watching over our foundations in the Americas.  
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SEMINARIANS VISIT EARLY BIBLICAL MANUSCRIPTS 

EXHIBIT AT THE SACKLER MUSEUM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our priests and seminarians visited an exhibit featuring 
some of the earliest Biblical manuscripts in existence at the 
Sackler museum in Washington D.C. during the first week of 
January. The exhibit brought together fragments and full 
manuscripts ranging from the 1st to the 10th century A.D. This 
collection displayed some of earliest known parchments of the 
Bible known to exist. Among the many items in the collection 
were a 1st century A.D. fragment of the book of Isaiah from 
the Dead Sea Scrolls and a fragment of the Gospel of Matthew 
that some scholars date to the 1st century. In addition, it 
displayed some of the earliest full codices (complete editions of 
the Bible) dating from the 4th century.  

The exhibit showed how the Bible, as we know it today, 
developed over several centuries. It also showed how the 
production of biblical texts brought innovations in publishing 
techniques helping to move away from the use of rolled 
parchments to leaflet books such as we know today. The visit 
to this important exhibit increased the seminarians’ knowledge 
about the development of Bible and helped them to appreciate 
the importance of recent archaeological discoveries for biblical 
scholarship today. Our Institute greatly appreciates such 
exhibits, which help to make the mysterious and sacred depth 
of the word of God more apparent. 



 
 

THE INCARNATE WORD 

 390 

TALK ON BAROQUE MUSIC 

IN CHIQUITO MISSIONS 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Father Piotr Nawrot SVD gave a fascinating talk on the 
original Baroque music composed by Jesuits, European 
ancestry settlers, native Chiquitos, and Moxos Indians in the 
17th and 18th century missions in what is modern day Bolivia. 
He presented the talk at our seminary to the assembled priest 
faculty, seminarians and novices of the Institute. Fr. Nawrot, 
who received a doctorate from Catholic university in liturgical 
music, presented the fruits of his extensive research on this 
subject. 

 The talk focused on the value of this original music as an 
evangelical tool used by the Jesuits used in their reducciones 
(‘missions’). The Jesuits used music as a way to reach out to the 
native Indian culture that highly valued singing  and dancing in 
their rituals. Between 1691 and 1767T, the Jesuits, European 
settlers and the Indians composed over 11,000 pages of music 
and even full length operas. Historians discovered these works 
in the 1970s during renovations of the remaining 17th and 18th 
century Jesuit missions. Of particular interest to the Institute 
was the discovery of many previously unknown works of 
Domenico Zipoli (1688–1726). He is the patron of an IVE 
organization that promotes sacred music and is named in his 
honor. Our institute greatly values the work of scholars like Fr. 
Nawrot and seeks to encourage good music wherever we 
encounter it, but particularly as part of the Sacred Liturgy. 
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